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the maiden who gave her name to the Hellespont, at
last reached Doriskos. Here on the wide plain through
The review which tne Hebros finds its way to the sea,
at Dorkkos. Xerxes numbered his army by bringing a
myriad of men into the smallest possible space and round
this raising an inclosure into which other myriads were
successively brought until the infantry alone were found
to number 1,700,000 men. In such vast round numbers
has the tradition of this mighty armament come down to
us. We should have scarcely more reason to wonder if
we were told that it numbered 17,000,000 ; but it is at first
sight surprising to be told that the number of the Persian
ships was not 500 or 100, but 1,207. We find the nume-
ration, however, not only in Uerodotos, but in the great
drama of the Persians by ^Eschylos ; and the familiarity
of Herodotos with that drama will probably be not gene-
rally questioned. But there is little doubt or none that
^schylos believed or asserted the number of the Persian
ships to be not 1,207, but precisely, as we should expect,
1,000. He adds indeed that the number of ships noted
for swift sailing amounted to 207 ; but he certainly does
not say that these 207 were to be added to the grand total
of 1,000. Even thus, however, ihe simple enumeration
of the total by ^Eschylos stands on a very different foot-
Ing from the list of factors which in Herodotos are made
to yield the same result. With the exception of the 17
ships which the Egean islanders are said to have contri-
buted, not a single uneven number is to be found among
them. The Phenicians furnish 300, the Egyptians 200,
the Kilikians 100, the cities along the s"hores of the
Euxine 100, the Pamphylians 30, the Lykians 50, the
Kyprians 150, the Karians 70. But if the grand total, as
given by ^Eschylos, was well known to Athenians ge-ne-
lally, there is nothing to surprise us in the fact that some
one who misunderstood the lines in which he sums up the